THE methods employed for obtaining living mammalian eggs were discussed and the methods used were described. Some of the photographs were obtained by using a Vickers Projection Microscope which, having the optical system inverted, is particularly suitable. Other photographs were taken with a vertical camera adapted to the microscope. Incidental and transmitted lighting werpe employed.
is almost completely filled with fatty globules so that it appears almost opaque. The other eggs shown were graded into intermediate positions between these two extremes. the appearances seen in the living eggs were contrasted with the appearances seen in fixed and stained specimens.
At fertilization the entire sperm, head, middle piece and tail, enters the ovum; the tail, however, is soon no longer visible in the vitellus. On account of the absence of fatty globules in the ovum of the hamster the. entire sperm can easily be recognized in the living egg. In other mammalian eggs examined the presence of the head and tail of the sperm can only be recognized after the egg is sectioned and stained.
At the first division two blastomeres are produced which are usually of unequal size. The two blastomeres do not divide synchronously so that a three-cell stage is found; this :tage, however, is soon followed by a four-cell stage. The spindles of division at the two-cell stage are arranged at right-angles to each other so that when thedivision is completed the resulting four cells are arranged in pairs which lie crosswise. The cells of the four-cell stage do not divide at the same time hence stages of 5, 6, 7 and 8 cells are found. At the 8-cell stage there is again asynchronous division until a morula is formed.
In most mammals the egg reaches the uterus at the morula stage and usually on the fourth day after ovulation. Soon after the egg enters the uterus it absorbs fluid and becomes a blastocyst ( fig. 5) .
A brief description was given of the attachment of the blastocyst of the hamster to the uterine mucosa. This animal is remarkable among eutherian mammals in having a gestation period of sixteen days.
The following cases were discussed:
(1) Miss Alice Bloomfield, F.R.C.S., reported on a case of primary sarcoma of the ovary.
(2) Mr. Albert Davis reported three fatal cases of septicaemia due to Staphylococcus albus following induction of premature labour with a rubber tube.
(3) Miss Margaret Basden, F.R.C.S., showed a specimen of a uterus removed on account of a rupture of an old Caesarean scar.
(4) Mr. R. Leslie Dodds, F.R.C.S., reported on a case of torsion of a pregnant uterus in which was a fibroid the size of a lemon. 
